




O     n August 28, 2009, a large crowd of deputies, friends and 
family gathered in the rotunda of the San Bernardino County 

Government Center to remember the legend that is Frank Marion 
Pribble.  The official purpose for the gathering was the dedication 
of a portion of the Interstate 10 freeway to Frank’s memory.  To that 
end, San Bernardino County Sheriff Rod Hoops emceed the event 
and Undersheriff Rich Beemer told the story of Frank and his untimely 
death.  Assemblymember Wilmer Amina Carter and Senator Gloria 
Negrete McLeod spoke briefly, having co-authored the resolution which 
designated the three-mile segment of Route 10 in his honor. 

Frank’s death has never been forgotten by his many friends and 
partners.  On Sunday evening, July 6, 1975, Deputy Frank Pribble was 
assigned a cover shift in the unincorporated area of Fontana.  In those 
days Fontana was a rough and tumble, blue-collar, steel worker town.  
There were Hells Angels and other bikers and it was well known as the 
toughest beat in the Sheriff’s Department.  None of this troubled Frank 
Pribble; a large man of 6’5 and well over 300 lbs.  He was known for his 
sense of humor and superhuman strength.  Legend was, Frank could lift 
a patrol car off the ground with one hand and bend the steering wheel 
of his unit into the shape of a “U” so no one else would drive it.   He was 
looked up to throughout the department as an icon and many credited 
him as the inspiration for the department’s unofficial motto, “one riot, 
one deputy.”   

The brakes failed on Deputy Bill Brown’s patrol car that night and Frank 
returned to the station to “double up” with Bill.  Watch commander John 
Futscher asked the two deputies to check the rest area on I-10 for a 
suspect wanted in an earlier drive-by shooting.  

The suspect, Virgil Scott, was driving a yellow 1965 Ford 1½ ton flat 
bed truck with a chassis-mounted camper.  Scott had returned from 
a weekend at the Colorado River and confronted his estranged wife, 
Diane.  Virgil took several guns from the house, broke out some windows, 
and fired several shots into a neighboring residence as he drove off.

When Frank and Bill arrived at the rest area, they drove through the area 
reserved for trucks and spotted the suspects vehicle parked near several 
motor homes.  Bill notified dispatch and requested backup and the 
helicopter.  Frank parked at an angle behind the truck on the right side 
and both officers began walking to the truck.  Bill went to the rear of the 
camper and attempted to look inside while Frank walked toward the 
door of the camper.  As Bill looked around the back of the truck, he saw 
the barrel of a rifle come out the camper’s window a few feet behind 
Frank.  Bill shouted at Frank who had his back turned. When Frank turned 
his head toward Bill, a shot rang out and Frank fell onto the hood of the 
truck before falling to his knees.  

It was 8:21 p.m. when Bill broadcast the 999, officer down.  Edith Cain 
heard the shots from inside her motor home and stepped outside and 



saw Frank lying on the asphalt parking lot.  Frank looked up at 
her and told her “Get out of the way.  I don’t want you people 
to get hurt.”  His side arm was still in his holster.

Sheriff’s deputies, California Highway Patrol officers and 
regional agencies began to converge on the scene.  With the 
assistance of a CHP officer, Bill forced entry into the camper 
and found Scott lying in a bunk.  His single shot had found the 
mark and struck Scott on the left side of his body penetrating his 
liver, aorta and left kidney.  

The Sheriff’s helicopter with pilot Don Belter at the controls and 
observer Jim Benson landed at the rest area within minutes.  
Seeing the gravity of Frank’s wounds, they decided to transport 
him to the nearest hospital without waiting for the ambulance.  
A number of officers quickly carried Frank to the waiting 
helicopter and managed to lay him across the rear floorboard.  
Frank was so large however, that they were unable to close the 
door since Frank’s legs dangled outside the cockpit.  Because 
they didn’t want the door to slam on Frank’s legs throughout 
the flight, Jim Benson decided to stand outside the ship on the 
skids and hold the door open while they flew to Kaiser Hospital 
in Fontana.  With that, the helicopter at full throttle, managed 
to lift off from the rest area with Jim Benson standing outside the 
cockpit against the buffeting windblast and cradling Frank’s 
legs between his.  

In 1975, Kaiser Hospital did not have a helipad on site.  Don 
Belter radioed ahead and told them he would be landing in 
the ambulance entrance and to clear the area.  Within a few 
minutes, Belter skillfully landed the helicopter between the trees 
and within a few feet of the emergency room.  Doctors and 
nurses were waiting and rushed Frank into surgery.  

Deputy Sheriff Frank Pribble died in surgery at 9:09 p.m.  He was 
37 years old.  Frank’s death had a profound effect on 
many in the department.  He was seen as invincible 
and his dying caused his co-workers to ponder their 
own mortality.

After the ceremony, many of Frank’s former co-
workers signed the back of the freeway dedication 
sign which Caltrans had set up in the rotunda.  Frank’s 
widow Faye and son Matt greeted many old friends 
and were surprised by one visitor, Virgil Scott’s widow 
Diane.  Faye greeted Diane with dignity and grace 
which would have, no doubt, made Frank as proud as 
all of us.



We believe in strong, effective law enforcement services.♦	
  

We believe in high professional standards of integrity, ethics and behavior – ♦	
guided by the letter and spirit of the law, and the Law Enforcement Code of 
Ethics.

 
We believe in a balance between personal and professional life.♦	

We believe in attaining and maintaining excellent physical conditioning, ♦	
current intellectual competence, and optimum mental health.

 
We have a personal and professional commitment to improve our communities ♦	
and earn their trust, respect and support through active partnerships, 
involvement and service.

We believe we should treat all people with respect, fairness, and compassion.♦	

We believe in loyalty and support for each other and the community without ♦	
compromise of the high ethical standards of law enforcement.

We believe in recognition for, and valuing of, each individual’s contribution to ♦	
the Department and the community regardless of position, assignment or role.

We believe in open and honest communications, both internal and external.♦	

We believe in an empowering work environment that encourages innovation, ♦	
input and participation, and values each member’s diversity.

We believe in all members working together to achieve Departmental goals ♦	
through partnership with each other and the community.

We believe in initiative and autonomy at all levels with responsibility for our ♦	
own actions and the actions of those we lead and influence.

We believe in an equitable system that evaluates each person on their merits ♦	
and provides for appropriate recognition and just sanctions.

We have pride in the law enforcement profession with a productive work ethic ♦	
and a high level of commitment to the Department and the community.








